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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



school which my children attend, I visited with my family 
an entertainment called " The Fall of Pompeii." An un- 
roofed amphitheatre of seats on a pleasant July evening is 
not disagreeable. We had time before the performance 
to examine the arena, the temples and dwellings, and Mt. 
Vesuvius, which instead of being six miles away as in 
Italy, here rose abruptly from the border of the city of 
20,000, which (1811 years ago August 23) was buried 
in the ashes of a volcanic eruption. The disinterring of 
the well preserved ruins of Pompeii by the Italian Min- 
ister of Education and the careful preservation of its 
buildings and its relics of Roman ways of living eighteen 
centuries ago, give Pompeii a unique interest among the 
wonders of the world. It is almost eleven years since I 
saw it, and I hoped to revive the vivid impressions of that 
visit. In this I was somewhat disappointed, for no at- 
tempt is made to show the city as it now exists, and the 
representations of the priests of heathendom, the songs 
of adoration, the sacrifices, the soldiers, the dancing 
girls, the chariot races, the sudden eruption of Vesuvius, 
amid games of boxers, fencers, rope-dancers, trapeze 
performers, while partially a reproduction of classic times, 
are very perceptibly modernized ! For instance the bicycle 
races, the harlequin costumes, the latent fire-works, and 
the full brass band dissipated the illusion, and to most of 
the vast audience, I fear, there was too much of the 
modern circus for the best historical impression or instruc- 
tion. But as a " show," the Fall of Pompeii is undoubt- 
edly a success far greater than would crown a mere repro- 
duction of ancient manners, dress, language, amuse- 
ments and worship. It was "Press night" and a fiery 
picture of Mr. Haskell of the Herald was emblazoned 
towards the close at our front and generously applauded. 
But what did Pompeii know of newspapers, electric and 
steam cars, telegraphs, reporters, "copy," " proof " and 
other essentials of our daily life in Boston? Even Italy 
and Naples have been invaded by all these things. The 
mountain smoking by day and blazing b}' night, and the 
exhumed cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum are monu- 
ments to an age preserved chiefly in them and in books. 
Death that fell upon 2000 of the 20,000 inhabitants of 
the gay Roman city is to-day as real and as voracious as 
of old, and all modern inventions can protect men but im- 
perfectly from drouth, pestilence, famine and earthquakes. 
And, alas, inventions have been greatly multiplied in the 
interest of life-destroying war. 

Monday, July 20. In office. Calls from my brother 
Gen. O. O. Howard, and his son and staff officer, Lt. Guy 
Howard, who are engaged with General Butler in some 
historical researches and verifyings. Letters from Europe 
from Rev. W. A. Waterman of Michigan, and Rev. Hugh 
Elder of Maine, giving some accounts of their pleasant 
voyage across the Atlantic. A letter also from Rev. W. 
Evans Darby, Secretary of London Peace Society. He 
hopes to meet many American delegates to the great 
Council since held. I wish they were all as interested in 
Peace as Dr. Mackennel of England, and Canon Wescott, 
Bishop of Durham. But I hope to hear of an awakening 
Peace discussion led by Hon. J. W. Patterson of New 
Hampshire, and Rev. A. H. Quint, D. D., whose illness 
at home and on the voyage excites universal sympathy 
among his many friends. We will look with interest for 
some influential deliverance by the liberty-loving Congre- 
gationalists of the world who have been in council. 

Saturday, July 25. A little visit from my brother Gen, 



O. O. Howard, who gave us an entertaining account of 
a three days visit to Gen. B. F. Butler, whose hospitality 
he accepted and enjoyed upon the latter' s yacht. They 
visited Marblehead, Portsmouth, Portland harbor, and 
from the latter went over to Poland Springs, and called 
on the Shaker community at New Gloucester, Me. It 
seems one of the latter did not withhold a testimony for 
peace in the presence of two warriors. 

One of the days was very stormy and almost the entire 
company were sea-sick. In this way they experienced the 
unpleasant but necessary part of yachting, if one is upon 
the sea in its various moods. 

Sunday, July 26. At Melrose, a pleasant suburb seven 
miles north of Boston. This is my third Sabbath at the 
Congregational Church, of which Rev. A. G. Bale is pas- 
tor. My temporary home on the shore of " L" pond, a 
lovely sheet of water, at the house of Dea. Moses S. 
Page, was made very delightful by the kindness of my 
host and hostess. After the morning Peace service and 
Sunday-school and dinner, we drove through the attractive 
streets of new houses by the residence of Mrs. Mary A. 
Livermore to Pine Bank Park which belongs to Mr. E. 
S. Converse of Maiden, and lies in part within the limits of 
that city. It is finely diversified with hill and dale, and 
Mr. Converse has added to the natural loveliness by curv- 
ing roads and planted shrubs and trees. An amphitheatre 
of seats rising up on the side of a shady hill was fully 
occupied. On the platform were ministers and others 
interested in the work of the Y. M. C. A. A cornet led 
the singing. After Scripture reading and prayer Rev. 
Mr. Harriman spoke on the text Jno. ix. 35, Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God? There was good attention and 
quietness. The meeting at 7 o'clock in the vestry was 
interesting. The subject was the " Angels' Song at Beth- 
lehem." Scripture texts on peace were followed by an 
address on the Scripture doctrine ; the practice of Jesus 
Christ ; the testimony of great soldiers and the personal 
experience of the speaker. One gentleman said he was 
led to new lines of thought. What a delightful Sabbath ! 



"HE IS OUR PEACE." 

When the passions of men and the storms of the world, 
With all their wild vengeance against us are hurled, 
Our souls fly to Jesus, who gives us release, 
For He is our fortress, and " He is our Peace." 

Like the fishers of old, we have toiled on the sea, 
When the storm burst in fury, on deep Galilee, 
But we heard His dear voice, as it bade the storm cease, 
And we found just as they did, that ''He is our Peace." 

We knelt at His feet for the pardon of sin, 

And felt that His blood made us perfectly clean ; 

His one word of pardon gave instant release, 

And our souls cried in wonder, " So He is our Peace." 

Now safe in the harbor, where storms never come, 
We bask in the sunshine that borders our Home, 
But not till the years of eternity cease, 
Will we ever forget, that the Lord is our Peace. 

But joining the songs of the angels above, 
W T hile the echoes come down from the kingdom of Love 
W T e'll sing as the age on ages increase, 
The praise of our Lord, who alone is our Peace. 
Arlington Heights, Mass. E. M. J. 



We are going back to a very rudimentary stage of the 
world's history if nothing but material force is to decide a 
question between two civilized countries. — Lord Salisbury. 



